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AN ASSESSMENT OF THE UNITED STATES NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGY FOR COMBATING TERRORISM
We will defeat terrorist organizations of global reach through relentless action. We will deny terrorists the sponsorship, support, and sanctuary they need to survive. We will win the war of ideas and diminish the underlying conditions that promote the despair and the destructive visions of political change that lead people to embrace, rather than shun, terrorism. And throughout, we will use all the means at our disposal to defend against terrorist attacks on the United States, our citizens, and our interests around the world.
President Bush, February 2003

A NEW WORLD
Throughout the history of the United States, extremist and terrorist groups have periodically organized and attacked America's way of life because of their antagonistic political, religious, and governmental ideology. Since the Berlin Wall came down in 1989, the world has changed drastically. America is no longer locked in a Cold War battle that pitted this great nation against Russia and its communist beliefs. Weapons of mass destruction that were formerly a last resort weapon are now used as threats to gain control. The same is true for attacks on innocent civilian personnel; they are now prime targets for terrorist groups. On September 11, 2001 , the terrorist group, Al-Qaeda, led by Osama Bin Laden, became the United States' foremost adversary. The group's unprovoked attacks on the United States by flying two hijacked commercial airliners into the World Trade Center Towers in New York City, one into the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., and another into a field in Pennsylvania became a call to war as these attacks struck at the hearts of all Americans. The US quickly and accurately identified Al-Qaeda as the terrorist group responsible for these horrendous and cowardly attacks. These attacks, coupled with several others committed across the globe against Americans and foreign noncombatants, have revealed Al-Qaeda as a well-financed and complex organization capable of conducting extensive attack planning against Americans at home and abroad. As President Bush noted shortly after the attacks :
The enemy is not one person. It is not a single person political regime. Certainly, it is not a religion. The enemy is terrorism -premeditated, politically motivated violence perpetrated against noncombatant targets by subnational groups or clandestine agents. Those who employ terrorism, regardless of their specific secular or religious objectives, strive to subvert the rule of law and effect change through violence and fear. These terrorists also share the misguided belief that killing, kidnapping, extorting, robbing, and wreaking havoc to terrorize people are legitimate forms of political action.
Although terrorism, in the simplest of terms, is a crime against humanity, the terrorist group AlQaeda is the leading threat to United States national interest today. The United States must therefore ensure that its national security policy for combating terrorism is comprehensive enough to defeat this threat and secure America's national values and interests. thereby will not be pursued in this paper.
THE SPINELESS ENEMY
THE "4D" STRATEGY
Immediately after September 11, 2001 , America realized the world had tragically changed.
The primary threats to America now come from terrorists and terrorist groups who utilize the freedom offered by democratic countries to perfect their evil acts against society. In an address Terrorism. This strategy's primary mission is to identify and defuse terrorist threats before they reach the United States. Together with Section III of the National Security Strategy, it provides the foundation of the United States policy in dealing with terrorist and terrorist acts. The strategy utilizes a "4D" concept of defeat, deny, diminish, and defend. In the end, the goal of the United States is not only to have defeated terrorism, but also to have changed the face of the world by developing a freer, more prosperous international society that is willing to accept democratic values. To accomplish this goal, the United States will engage terrorists and terrorist groups directly and aggressively in order to disrupt and destroy their organizations. The United States will knowingly fight the terrorist in an asymmetrical environment and will defeat them by bringing to bear every element of national power (political, economic, informational, and military) that is required to annihilate terrorism from the face of the earth. Palestine while continuing to encourage Israel and Palestine to work toward an agreement that is mutually fair to each party that will bring about a lasting peace to this troubled part of the Arab world.
11
Diminishing the conditions that terrorists exploit has made marginal progress since September 11, 2001 . Given the fact this endeavor involves using economic, political, and informational elements of national power, to advance quality of life standards will take three to five years at best considering the current third world situation. This Center will consolidate all information regarding terrorist/terrorist group activities and analyze that information for dissemination to law enforcement agencies. Securing critical infrastructure depends on cooperation that private industry will extend towards augmenting and increasing security measures of those type assets. 12 Since the creation of the Office of Homeland Security for the defense of the United States homeland, the overall security here has improved immeasurably. Law enforcement agencies have developed an integrated intelligence sharing process that supports not only federal agencies, but also police personnel working patrol duties. Critical infrastructure has been identified by each state, but due to the enormous task of funding security upgrades, this project will take years. According to the 2003 Federal Computer Security scorecard, "… overall the federal government received a score of D for cybersecurity, up from a grade of F a year earlier." 13 The ability to produce a single grade upgrade is an improvement since prior to September 11, 2001 , the United States did not have an overall security standard in this area.
Transportation security has greatly increased at airports, with international airports possessing state of the art bomb and metal detection equipment, which every piece of baggage and every passenger must pass through prior to being allowed to board an aircraft. New technological advancements in security and detection of numerous types of elements that could compose a bomb are being tested daily for possible use in the United States to defend against terrorist activities.
THE RISK
The risk associated with the implementation of the National Strategy for Combating
Terrorism is immense due to the numerous and unforeseen international and domestic variables to which the United States is exposed. The strategy commits all of the United States national power to reshaping the world to eliminate terrorism and promote American interests and values.
This may cause some friction with several states that do not support the United States democratic way of life. The strategic end state is to defeat terrorism; the ways to accomplish this strategy will be by engaging terrorism through every element of its national power (political, economic, informational, and military). Many question the feasibility of this strategy because the United States has increased its national risk in numerous ways. The primary risk is the overextension of the United States intelligence collection agencies and the incentives offered openly to the nations of the world if they will fight terrorism. Another way that the risk has been increased, which will not be discussed, is the accumulation of a huge national debt to pay for the GWOT. These may be perceived as an open agenda for the United States to do at will as it wants. Risk has also been increased by the passage of laws that make it easier for federal and state enforcement agencies to share intelligence, yet these laws may make America's civil liberties organizations cry out in protest.
The primary area that is jeopardized is intelligence operations. According to Michele Flourney, senior advisor at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, "intelligence is indispensable in the global war on terrorism. However, given the nature of the enemy, there is no assurance that the quality of intelligence on organizations like Al-Qaeda will notably improve without institutional change and a sustained effort by the intelligence community." 14 These international issues will take an immense amount of political coordination and time before these two parties ever agree on a settlement. Until this happens, the United States must continue its efforts to protect its citizens against terrorist attacks intended to kill innocent citizens or damage and destroy American property. Although the United States Strategy on Combating
Terrorism goes a long way in ensuring a safe environment for Americans to live and work in, several details need to be expanded or added to the strategy. Some areas which need attention are changes to the search and seizure laws, requirement for national identification cards, terrorist awareness programs, media influence, and military support.
Detailed legislative action concerning search and seizure laws should be passed, granting the FBI and other law enforcement agencies more flexibility for collecting information on terrorists and their groups. The United States Patriot Act was a step forward. However, additional measures are still required so cases concerning terrorists can withstand an appeals process by the courts if the act is based on a violation of the subject's first amendment rights.
Laws dealing with profiling of terrorist suspects using a carefully screened, automated activity- providing them with a base of knowledge about terrorism in general and the basics of a terrorist operation." 16 The negative side of this program will be exposing information learned about terrorist operations thus tipping our hand to said terrorists. The counter to such concerns will be a better informed public that will recognize suspicious personnel / activities outside the norm in their area and will alert law enforcement agencies of such activities.
Next, the media, both domestically and internationally, has played a powerful part in influencing the public on the United States' execution of its global war on terrorism. capturing Mr. Bin Laden and Al-Qaeda leaders." 18 The capture of Osama Bin Laden would be like cutting off the head of a snake because of Al-Qaeda's top-down command structure.
the first anniversary of September 11, 2001 , America has entered a great struggle that tests our strength, and even more our resolve. Our nation is patient and steadfast. We continue to pursue the terrorists in cities and camps and caves across the earth. We are joined by a great coalition of nations to rid the world of terror. And we will not allow any terrorist or tyrant to threaten civilization with weapons of mass murder. Now and in the future, Americans will live as free people, not in fear, and never at the mercy of any foreign plot or power. International terrorism: Terrorism involving the territory or the citizens of more than one country.
Jihad: "Holy War" more accurately rendered "striving" in the cause of God." The term is divided into two categories; the greater jihad is the individual's struggle against evil and temptation; the lesser jihad is the armed defense of Islam.
Means: Instruments by which some ends can be achieved.
Murjahid: "Holy Warrior" describes a Muslim who takes part in Jihad. The collective term is Mujahedin.
Terrorism: The unlawful use of -or threatened use of -force or violence against individual or property to coerce or intimidate governments or societies often to achieve political, religious or ideological objectives.
Ways: Courses of action
